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Example 3.2. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP? 
 
Stewardship can be a confusing term for Catholics.  For many years,     “Stewardship” has been seen 
as a predominately Protestant term that was synonymous with raising money.  When the United 
States bishops’ pastoral letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” was published in 1992, a new 
concept was introduced to most Catholics.  Stewardship was no longer simply a “churchy” word for 
fund raising. Stewardship is now understood as a way of life, the faithful response of a Christian 
disciple to the Lord’s invitation to follow him “without counting the cost.” 
 
In “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response”, the bishops offer four essential characteristics of a Christian 
steward: 
 

A Christian Steward is:  One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cultivates them responsibly, 
shares them lovingly in justice with others, and returns them with increase to the Lord. 

 
If one is to grow as a steward, one must give attention to these four areas. Stewardship is a way of 
life, an attitude of the mind and heart that is expressed in action.  Christian stewards are women and 
men who acknowledge God as the owner and giver of all things.  We are called to be stewards of all 
God’s blessings—both material and spiritual. 
 
Generous sharing is one of the concrete actions that results from a Stewardship attitude which affects 
the way we think and the way we live.  When we think like stewards, we want to share all the 
blessings that God has given us.  The Church provides many opportunities for Christian disciples to 
develop and share God’s gifts as we give to God through the parish and diocesan ministries.  
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
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Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 

Example 3.3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship and Our Parish 
 
 [PARISH NAME] will be presenting the concept of Stewardship and its impact on our parish 
community through an education and discernment process focusing on helping each of us to learn 
something about ourselves as stewards and how to put our Stewardship into action.       
 
Over the next several weeks, you are going to hear and learn a lot about personal Stewardship and 
the Stewardship of our parish through: 
     

! Our Prayer Journal 
! Bulletin announcements 
! Homilies 
! Our Parish Ministry Catalog 
! Lay Witness Talks During Weekend Masses 
! Our Ministry Fair (DATE) 
! Stewardship Commitment Weekend (DATE) 
! (NOTE:  Add others as appropriate, i.e., your parish website, newsletter, etc.) 

 
Please give special attention to these events in the life of our parish.  Meditate on the meaning of 
Stewardship as defined by the 1992 United States bishop’s letter, “Stewardship:  A Disciple’s 
Response - Who is a Christian Steward:  One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cultivates them 
responsibly, shares them lovingly in justice with others, and returns them with increase to the Lord.” 
 
We are all stewards – caretakers of the many gifts God has bestowed upon us.  Our challenge as 
Christians is to make good use of those gifts.    
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
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Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.4. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Steward’s Prayer and Reflection Journal 
A STEWARD’S JOURNEY THROUGH THIRTY DAYS OF  

PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
 
This week you will receive a copy of our Prayer Journal.  It will help you with your thoughts 
about the concept of Stewardship.  The Prayer Journal gives daily reflections, meditations 
and prayers on the four characteristics of a growing steward presented in the U.S. bishops’ 
pastoral letter on Stewardship:  “A Christian Steward is:  One who receives God’s gifts 
gratefully, cultivates them responsibly, shares them lovingly in justice with others, and returns 
them with increase to the Lord.” 
 
 
Using the Prayer Journal will give you a wonderful opportunity to expand your thinking about 
Stewardship and to consider ways in which you may grow as a Christian steward.  Take 
some “quiet time” and share it with your family – together open your hearts to prayer and 
reflection about the importance of Stewardship in your personal lives as well as in your 
spiritual lives as you learn the true meaning of Christian Stewardship. 
 

 
A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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 Example 3.5. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OUR PARISH MINISTRY Catalog 
 
This week you will receive in the mail a copy of our Parish Ministry Catalog that will help you 
understand how Stewardship affects our parish.  The objectives of the Parish Ministry Catalog are: 
 

" To tell you what ministries, programs and groups are currently active within our parish 
" To tell you what resources—both human and financial—are necessary to provide all the 

current ministries, programs, and services in the parish. 
" To tell you about the possibility and need for additional ministries and services in the parish. 
" To help you see the connection between the sharing of your time, talent, and treasure and the 

parish’s ability to provide current and future ministries and services. 
 
We hope that the catalog will help you see the breadth and depth of ministry that takes place here at 
(NAME OF PARISH).  We are truly blessed to have so many exciting things happening here. 
 
Please carefully read the Parish Ministry Catalog.  Take some time to meditate on the meaning of 
Stewardship. God gives each of us gifts and talents.  We are stewards of those gifts and are called to 
share them with each other for the glory of God.  
 
The bishops of the United States define a Christian steward as: “One who receives God’s gifts 
gratefully, cultivates them responsibly, shares them lovingly in justice with others, and returns them 
with increase to the Lord.” 
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 
 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.6. 
Bulletin Insert, side 1 

 
 

WHAT IS THE MINISTRY FAIR? 
 
 
On the weekend of (DATES OF MINISTRY FAIR WEEKEND), we will be offering a Ministry 
Fair here at our parish.  The Ministry Fair will give you an opportunity to see all the ministries 
of our parish represented in one place at one time.  You will have the opportunity to learn 
how the ministries of our parish help and serve others.  This will also help you see how 
Stewardship has an impact on the lives of other parishioners and the larger community in 
which we live and work. 
 
After visiting the Ministry Fair and reviewing the Parish Ministry Catalog, it is hoped that you 
will prayerfully consider joining with others already actively involved with one or more of the 
ministries or groups within our parish.  Watch the bulletin for more information about when 
and where you can sign up for those special areas in which you would like to share your God 
given gifts of time, talent and treasure. 
 
Won’t you please give special attention to this extraordinary event in the life of our parish?  
We look forward to seeing you and answering any questions you might have about our 
parish ministries and groups on the (DATES OF THE MINISTRY FAIR WEEKEND)! It is 
because of the many good stewards in our parish that we continue to be a vibrant faith 
community. 
 

A Christian Steward is:  One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, 
cultivates them responsibly, shares them lovingly in justice with others,  

and returns them with increase to the Lord. 

 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 
 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.6 (cont’d). 

Bulletin Insert, side 2 
 
 

A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 
RECEIVES GOD’S GIFTS GRATEFULLY 

 
 

“Yours, O LORD, are grandeur and power, majesty, splendor, and glory. 
For all in heaven and on earth is yours; 

yours, O LORD, is the sovereignty;  
you are exalted as head over all. 

Riches and honor are from you, and you have dominion over all. 
In your hand are power and might;  

it is yours to give grandeur and strength to all . . .” 
(1 Chronicles 29:11-12). 

 

 We are trustees, not owners in this world.  What comes our way comes  
 with a divine expectation that we will use whatever we have for God’s  
 good purposes.  Time, talent, and treasure are gifts from God entrusted to us for a relatively  
 brief time. 

 
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.7. 

What is Stewardship Commitment Weekend? 
 

Stewardship is acting on the belief that God is the owner and giver of all things and that we 
have the opportunity to manage and share the gifts that God has given us. 
 
Over the last several weeks, we have been learning, meditating, and praying about 
Stewardship.  This has been, and is, a wonderful growth experience for our entire parish. 
 
However, there is a difference between knowing about Stewardship and participating in 
Stewardship as a way of life.  Jesus asks us to not only hear, but to do.  We are called to be 
persons of action and commitment (Matthew 7). 
 
On the weekend of (Date), we will have the opportunity to put our Stewardship into action 
through the Stewardship Commitment Form.  The Commitment Form asks us to consider 
what gifts of time and talent we would be willing to invest in our parish for the work of Christ 
among us.   
 
It is important to remember that Stewardship is a term that describes how we live out the 
totality of our lives, not just a part.  Overemphasizing one aspect of life is just as harmful as 
de-emphasizing an aspect of life.  Stewardship is about time, talent, and treasure.  
Stewardship does not equal money, but it does include how we manage our money.  
Stewardship is not just about our talents—our skills, aptitudes and interests—but it includes 
all of those things.  Stewardship is not just about our time, but it includes the management of 
this precious resource.  The concept of Stewardship includes all of these aspects of our lives 
and this is reflected in every part of our mission to grow as stewards.  
 
The only way that any one of us can make a faithful decision as to how God would use us is 
to pray.  So, as you consider your commitment to ministry through the parish, please pray the 
Stewardship prayer we have used for the past few weeks: 

 
“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 

My Stewardship is my gift to you. 
How shall I serve?” 

 
Stewardship is a way of thanking God for all of the Lord’s blessings by returning to Him a 
portion of the time, talent and treasure we have received. 

 
Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 

 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.8.  
Bulletin Insert, side 1 

 

 

A Christian Steward 
Cultivates God’s Gifts Responsibly 

 
“Be doers of the word and not hearers only . . .”   (James 1:22) 
 
 
Stewardship is an action concept.  It is about who we are, what we do, and how we do it.  A 
Christian steward sees all life as a call to faithfulness to God in all things.  Every aspect of life 
is a trust from God that we cultivate faithfully out of respect and love for God. 
 
Stewardship involves a change of heart, embodied not just in a single action, nor even a 
series of actions, but in one’s entire life. 
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 

 
 

Receiving Gratefully – Giving Generously 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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 Example 3.8 (cont’d). 
Bulletin Insert, side 2 
 

 
Sharing Your Gifts 

 
A Christian Steward 

Shares God’s Gifts Lovingly 
 
 
“He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.”  This is the greatest and first commandment. The second is like it: 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)  
 
When thinking about sharing God’s gifts in love and justice, a person sometimes wonders 
where this sharing is to take place.  The reality is that there are people in need, to love and 
serve everywhere. There are lonely people everywhere.  There are hungry people to feed 
and homeless people to house everywhere. It’s a matter of deciding to “bloom where you are 
planted” by serving others wherever you find them.  
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 
 

Receiving Gratefully – Giving Generously 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.9. 
 

FIRST FRUITS  
 

A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 
RETURNS GOD’S GIFTS WITH INCREASE 

 
 

“The choicest first fruits of your soil  
you shall bring to the house of the Lord, your God.” (Exodus 23:19) 

 
 

While there is much to say about spontaneous acts of generosity, the Scriptures have more to say 
about planning to give.  Giving that is purposeful is giving that has been considered, deepened and 
enlarged through prayer.  Planning one’s giving is the first step in making Stewardship a faith venture, 
not simply an impulse venture. 

 

 

The late Archbishop Thomas Murphy once said:  “All giving is:  Planned, Proportionate, Prayerful, 
and Sacrificial. You are just one person, but you are important to God and to God’s work.  Be faithful 
as you give of your time, talent and treasure.” 

 

 
May God bless you exceedingly as you give of yourself in ministry through our parish!  
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 
 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.10. 
 

 

SHARING YOUR 
TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

 
These are really exciting days at (PARISH NAME).  During the last several weeks, many 
parishioners have been involved in our Stewardship initiative that is helping all of us become 
better stewards of God’s gifts.  
 
Many parishioners have already made a commitment to share time, talent, skills and financial 
resources so that many outstanding ministries and services can be supported through our 
parish. 
 
You may not have had the opportunity to be a part of the excitement last weekend as we all 
had the opportunity to acknowledge our response to a challenge to practice Stewardship.  
Would you be willing to grow as a steward? Would you prayerfully consider sharing your 
time?  Would you be willing to use your unique skills and talents for God through the parish?  
Would you be willing to grow in your financial support?   
 
Stewardship Commitment Forms are available at the back of the church and in the parish 
office.  Why not fill one out today?  But before you fill it out, stop for a moment and pray the 
Stewardship Prayer: 
 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 
 
When you have prayed, do what you feel that God wants you to do.  Please use the 
envelope provided to return your Commitment Form in the offertory or to the parish office.  
 
Together we can do more for God’s Kingdom than we could ever do alone.  I am excited by 
the possibilities as we grow as stewards and as we see our Stewardship make a difference 
in the lives of people. 

 
 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 

Pastor’s Signature 
 
 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 



Parish Stewardship Education and Formation                             
 
 

 Catholic Diocese of Cleveland 

36 

 

Example 3.11. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 (A Thousand Thanks) 
 
 
Thank you for your wonderful response to our Stewardship initiative (or use your initiative 
name here).  Many parishioners have expressed gratitude for the opportunity to learn more 
about being a steward of God’s gifts and the opportunity to put that knowledge into practice. 
 
 
As you know, it is important to plan wisely in any endeavor.  Many decisions must be made 
in our parish based on parishioners’ statements of intent to provide human and financial 
resources.  Your commitment to the ministry of Christ through the parish is making this 
possible. 
 
 
There is an old saying, “The best is yet to come.”  I believe that it is true for our parish.  You 
have been willing to give yourselves to the challenge to grow as Christian stewards.  God will 
bless you, and God will bless our parish because of your faithful response. 
 
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 

“Lord, my life in the Church is your gift to me. 
My Stewardship is my gift to you. 

How shall I serve?” 
 

Receiving Gratefully — Giving Generously 
 

 
 

Adapted from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.12. 
 

The Spirituality of Stewardship 
 
When the American bishops published their pastoral letter on Stewardship in 1992, the title they chose for this 
historic document was Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response.  How does the title for this document contribute 
to our understanding of Stewardship as a way of life? 

Stewardship is a relatively new term in the Catholic vocabulary.  The underlying principles (gratitude, 
accountability, generosity and giving back with increase) are ancient—dating back to themes in the Old and 
New Testaments and to the earliest Christian writers.  But their application to the choices of modern living is 
new.  Until recently, Catholic Christians were asked to approach Stewardship as an obligation—either to 
support the work of the Church or as an expression of Christian charity.  There was not much emphasis on 
the personal, spiritual dimension of Christian Stewardship as a way of life. 

The bishops’ pastoral letter sought to change the emphasis from giving out of a sense of obligation to giving 
as a response to God’s love for us.  Stewardship is not simply an obligation, the bishops say, but it is also a 
joyful response to the Lord’s invitation:  “Go, sell what you have.  Give it to the poor and come follow me.”  
Stewardship is a response in faith.  It is our “yes” to God’s invitation to totally give ourselves to him.  

Stewardship is a form of spirituality.  It is a way of responding to the invitation/challenge we have received 
from the Lord to follow him without counting the cost.  In fact, how we respond to God’s call determines 
whether or not we are good, generous or responsible stewards.  The pastoral letter calls attention to the many 
ways that a disciple of Jesus Christ can respond in faith to this radical, life-changing invitation, but the way we 
respond determines whether or not we are faithful stewards of the gifts and talents we have received from 
God. 

Mary is the first Christian steward and the model for all who wish to follow her son because her response to 
God’s call was an immediate and unreserved “yes.”  The saints also provide us with powerful examples of 
how to respond in faith to the Lord’s call to be his disciple—without counting the cost.  In a very real way, the 
saints help us to understand the spirituality of Stewardship.  They show us that there are many different ways 
to respond to God’s love and still be faithful, generous stewards of all God’s gifts. 

For example, Franciscan spirituality is nothing more (or less) than the way St. Francis responded to the Lord’s 
call through simplicity of life and solidarity with all God’s creation.  The spirituality of St. John Vianney, a 
humble parish priest, was very different, but it was no less genuine and no less powerful as a witness to 
Christian discipleship.  Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta responded to Jesus by serving the poorest of the 
poor. St. Thomas More responded to the Lord by living a life of integrity and choosing to die for his faith.  
When we say that Stewardship is a way of life, and an expression of Christian spirituality, we mean that it is a 
way of responding to God’s personal call—a way that respects the gifts and talents of each individual and that 
seeks to discern and do God’s will in the specific circumstances of every person’s life.  As the bishops’ 
pastoral letter tells us, the supreme model of Christian Stewardship is Jesus himself.  He was the Good 
Steward— the one who shared himself with others completely and perfectly and who gave himself back to the 
Father in the fullness of love. 

Stewardship is a form of spirituality because it challenges us to develop and use the gifts and talents God has 
given us and then to “give them back with increase” by making a generous, grateful response to whatever the 
Lord asks of us.  The spirituality of Stewardship is profound.  But it is also practical.  It involves the choices we 
make every day: how we spend our time, what we do with the skills and talents God has given us, how we 
care for the environment, what we do with our money.  Stewardship is a way of saying “yes” to God through 
the actions of our daily lives.  It is a way of living the Gospel in the real world.  

How do I respond to God’s invitation to be his disciple?  The way we answer this question determines our 
personal spirituality and the quality of our response to the Lord’s call to be a generous and loving steward. 
 

Used with permission from RSI “Called to Discipleship” 2002 
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Example 3.13. 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 
 

Killing time. 
How do I kill time?  Let me count the ways, 

By worrying about things over which I have no control. 
Like the past.  Like the future. 

By harboring resentment and anger over hurts real or imagined. 
By disdaining the ordinary, or rather, what I do mindlessly call ordinary. 

By concern over what’s in it for me rather than what’s in me for it. 
By failing to appreciate what is because of might-have-beens,  

should-have-beens, 
could-have-beens. 

These are some of the ways I kill time.   
Jesus didn’t kill time. 

He gave life to it. 
His own. 

Reflection by Leo Rock, S.J. 
 

Stewardship of Time 
 

 No gift is greater than time, and yet nothing is so easy to waste.  Contrary to our 
cultural norms, good Stewardship of time doesn’t mean being busy all the time.  Time spent 
in prayer, nurturing relationships with our family and friends or just enjoying the beauty of the 
world around us is time well spent.  In fact, taking “time out” to nourish ourselves spiritually 
can be the best thing we can do to deepen our relationship with God. 
  
 Stewardship requires the spiritual use of time.  To the Christian steward motivated 
by love of God and mankind, there is a practical understanding of time.  Recognizing that 
each instant of the day has been God-given, the Christian steward understands that the 
application of his time need not be confined to the use in strict liturgical formality but should 
be applied to a liturgy of Christian living throughout the day, as well. 
  
 A simple commitment upon awaking each day to make every minute of the day 
dedicated to a love for God, and a simple commitment of thanksgiving at the close of each 
day provide the guidelines for using time in a Christian sense all day long.  These guidelines 
set the pace for action and reaction in every effort.  By following these guidelines – 
spirituality, grace, hope, love, charity, compassion and justice will be derived whether the 
action takes place within the family, at school, in business, at one’s trade, in social life, or 
even in leisure. 
 At the very least, parishioners should make the most of their observance of the Lord’s 
day.  Even more, people will grow in their faith by spending time in daily prayer. 

 
Used with permission from Archdiocese of Atlanta 
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Example 3.13 (cont’d). 
Bulletin insert, side 1 

 
 

Stewardship of Talent 
 
 In the Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30), the Master of the house gave different 
talents to each servant.  Those talents were gifts from God.  The first two servants used 
those talents wisely and made them grow.  The Master was pleased and gave them more 
talents. The third servant hoarded his talents and did not use them, nor did he make them 
grow, so they were taken away from him.  The lesson is clear.  Use your talents or lose 
them. 
 
 Each of us has varied talents.  As an example “the ability to smile” is a talent.  If that 
smile is hoarded and not used, that ability will be taken away.  When you smile, the inner 
essence of your soul is visible to others.  That ability to smile through whatever comes you 
way helps others learn to cope with the trial in their lives.  To share that smile with another 
human being is being a good steward of the smile talent that was freely given to us by God.  
A smile can be used in many ways.  A smile can show love, it can show pleasure, it can 
show agreement, it can show caring, but most of all it can show the compassion of God. 
 
 There are many talents that we possess.  The Stewardship of talent calls us to search 
out those talents, nurture them, and help them to grow, and then share them with other 
human beings.  Our first and greatest commandment, “To love our God with our whole heart, 
our whole soul and our whole mind.”  We do that by using our God-given talents for the 
benefit of others, and doing that brings us directly to our second greatest commandment, “To 
Love our neighbor as we love ourselves.” 
 
 The Stewardship of talents shows us the way to a spiritual life, a oneness with God 
through reaching out to another human being.  So, the spirituality of giving through the 
Stewardship of talent is a part of the open secret of living a spiritual life. 
 
 We are often held back from recognizing or sharing our gifts because of a narrow 
definition of “talent.”  We think “talented people” are extraordinary achievers or have easily 
identifiable gifts, such as musical ability or artistic talent.  We must remember that each one 
of us was created by God and was given the ability to serve God and each other in some 
way. 

 
over 
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Example 3.13 (cont’d). 
Bulletin insert, side 2 
  

 Talents include being a good listener, being able to organize people, relating well to 
children or teens, being patient with others and numerous other less-recognized gifts.  Our 
gifts often change during our lives:  in our youth our gift may be energy; when we’re older, it 
may be knowledge.  We are each one-of-a-kind creations of God with unique contributions to 
make in this world. 
  
 As Christians we recognize that our gifts of talents and skills are meant to be  
cultivated and shared with others, beginning with our family and friends, with our parish 
community and with the world.  Sharing the gift of ourselves is how we express our gratitude 
for being created as a unique and gifted people. 
 
 St. Paul reminds us: “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit 
gives them. There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served.  There are 
different talents . . . but the same God gives talent to everyone.” (1Cor. 12: 4-7)   Our parish 
communities invite us to develop and share with others the distinctive gifts and talents we 
have received from the Holy Spirit.  This sharing of gifts may be formal or informal.  It may be 
public (serving on the Parish Council, as a lector, or as a Eucharistic Minister), or it may be 
“behind the scenes” (quietly helping a family in need or stuffing envelopes for an important 
parish mailing).  The same God gives talent to everyone and invites us to freely share our 
gifts with our parish family. 
 
 We are stewards of the Church as well as stewards of human life, creation, the 
environment, our money and possessions, etc., who have time, talent and treasures to be 
shared in solidarity.  
          

“… the laity can also feel themselves called…to work with their 
pastors in the service of the ecclesial community, for its growth and 
life, be exercising a great variety of ministries according to the grace 

and charisms which the Lord is pleased to give them.” 
“Essential Elements in the Church’s Teaching on Religious Life” (1983) 

 
Note:   We all know the Parable of the Talents, but have you ever wondered 
 what the value of a talent might have been in Jesus’ time?  According to the       
 Wikipedia Encyclopedia:  “Talents were used as a unit of currency.  It is  
 impossible to be exact about their value, and different kinds of talent were in 
 use.  However, even the lowest value for a talent puts it as worth several  
 thousand denarii, and a denarius was the usual payment for a day’s labor.  So  
 a talent was the value of many years of work by an ordinary person.” 

            
Used with permission from Archdiocese of Atlanta 



Parish Stewardship Education and Formation                             
 
 

 Catholic Diocese of Cleveland 

40 

Example 3.13 (cont’d). 
 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will also be also.”  
(Matt. 6:21)  That is why nearly two-dozen of the Lord’s parables deal with 
money and possessions.  When it comes to spirituality (things of the heart), 
money matters.  How we use money, what we think of it, whether we are willing 
to share it – all make a difference in the way we live our lives, because, “where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
Catholics are called to give witness to the Stewardship of treasure in and 
through support of their parish communities and through the larger diocese in 
which they live.  Of course, this means contributing to the support of the parish 
–and to its many ministries.  But Stewardship of treasure means much more 
than church support.  It means accepting money – and all the material things 
we possess – as gifts to be cherished and shared, not for their own sake but 
for the good of others, especially our families, our communities and those 
whose needs are greater than our own.  Catholics are invited, and challenged, 
to make gifts to the parish and the diocese that are planned, proportionate, 
and sacrificial  -- not simply because, “They need the money,” but because 
each of us has a need to give, as God has given generously to us. 
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Example 3.14. 
 
 

Stewardship:  A Way of Life 
 

Stewards know they are 
created in the image of God! 

 
 
 

 
od created man in his image; in the divine mage 
he created them; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them. God looked at 

everything he had made and he found it very good.  
Genesis 1:27, 31 
 

 
 

Step out into this wonderful world God created! Step out on a clear bright night! Look up and count 
the stars! Step out on warm windy day and face the wind! Let it take your breath away! Where does 
the wind come from and where does it go? Why and how do small seeds grow into huge trees? Why 
does lightening streak across the sky? Our lives are filled with many “whys!” We may never be able to 
answer these questions. But we do know the answer to one question. Why did God make you? God 
made you to know Him, to love him, to serve him and to live forever with Him in Heaven. Jesus chose 
to become human to love us and to live among us. Jesus chose to be human because to be human is to 
be in relationship with God and others. It is not difficult to live out the realization that we are created 
in God’s Image. It is quite simple. Love the people in your life. Honor your relationships. Imitate 
Jesus, serve Him in your relationships, and community and express your love for yourself, others, and 
God.   

 
A Steward’s Prayer: 

 
Lord, Creator, help me realize what it means to be created in your image.  

Help me recognize and celebrate the goodness in others.  
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Example 3.15. 
 

Stewardship:  A Way of Life 
 

Stewards identify and nurture their gifts  
within the Church community. 

 
 
 

esus proposed another parable to them. "The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and 
sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet 
when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a 

large bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its 
branches.'" Matthew 13:31-32 
 

 
Why does the mustard seed grow into a large bush? Because that’s what it was created to do. The 

person in the parable who sowed the mustard seed helped this small seed grow into what it was meant 

to be. Our Church community is the sower of our gifts. It identifies and nourishes our gifts, and helps 

us grow into who we were created to be. Our Church community is our field, our home where we 

grow in grace and love in relationship with God and others. But, our Church community cannot grow 

into the Kingdom of Heaven without our gifts. Use your gifts!  

A Steward’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, show me my gifts.  
Help me recognize and celebrate the gifts of others.  
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Example 3.16. 
 

Stewardship:  A Way of Life 
 

The Steward is grateful and generous.  
 

 

hile they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
said the blessing, broke it, and giving it 
to his disciples said, "Take and eat; this 
is my body." Then he took a cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

"Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Matthew 26:26-28 

 
 
Jesus is Lord! We follow and imitate Jesus! Why? Because Jesus chose to live with us and to become 

one of us. Because Jesus showed us how to love. Because Jesus rescued us from sin and its dreadful 

desolate darkness. Because Jesus surrendered all of Himself for you and me so that we can live 

forever. Because Jesus would not leave us alone but gave us the Holy Spirit who guides and consoles 

us. How can we who have been so gifted by God show our gratitude in our lives and in our Church 

community? We show it each time we pray, worship together, and share the Eucharist! We show it 

when we enjoy and use our time well. We show it as we treasure and nurture our gifts and talents and 

then and most importantly, give them all away.   

 
A Steward’s Prayer: 

 
Lord, I will follow you, show me where you want me to go.  

Help me share my life with others.  
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Example 3.17. 
 

Stewardship:  A Way of Life 
 

Stewards help others.  
 
 

hen he entered Capernaum, a centurion approached 
him and appealed to him, saying, "Lord, my servant is 
lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully." He 
said to him, "I will come and cure him."  The 
centurion said in reply, "Lord, I am not worthy to have 
you enter under my roof; only say the word and my 

servant will be healed. For I too am a person subject to authority, with 
soldiers subject to me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to 
another, 'Come here,' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he 
does it." When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those 
following him, "Amen, I say to you, in no one in Israel have I found such 
faith. I say to you, many will come from the east and the west, and will 
recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in the kingdom of 
heaven,  but the children of the kingdom will be driven out into the outer 
darkness, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth." And Jesus 
said to the centurion, "You may go; as you have believed, let it be done 
for you." And at that very hour (his) servant was healed.   
Matthew Chapter 8:5-13 

 
 
How and why did the Centurion know Jesus could help his servant? He was a Roman. He 
was not Jewish. Yet, he knew Jesus could heal! Where did this great simple trust and faith 
come from? The Centurion must have told someone about his concern for his suffering 
servant. Someone the Centurion regarded highly must have wanted to help the Centurion 
and his servant. Someone told the Centurion about Jesus. Do you want to help someone? 
Tell them about Jesus. Tell them about the Kingdom 

. 
A Steward’s Prayer: 

 
Lord, help me be a servant of your love. 

Show me where you want me to help.  
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Example 3.18. 
 

Stewardship:  A Way of Life 
 

Stewards share their treasures and gifts!  
 
 
 

hen it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, "This 
is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so 
that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves." 
(Jesus) said to them, "There is no need for them to go away; give 
them some food yourselves." But they said to him, "Five loaves 

and two fish are all we have here." Then he said, "Bring them here to me," and he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were 
satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left over – twelve wicker baskets full. 
Matthew 14:15-20 

 
 
Why are we such a generous people? It is because we are free. It is because we care. Most of all, it is 
because we are compassionate. The love that fills our hearts moves us to share what we have with 
others. We share what we have in many ways. We put money in the poor box, we drop off our surplus 
for St. Vincent de Paul, and we donate money to charities and to our church community. The greater 
our hearts break over others the more generous we are.   
 
 

A Steward’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, show me how to serve your people.  
Help me identify and share my treasure with those who need my help.  
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Example 3.19. 
 
 

Stewardship:  A Way of Life 
 

Stewardship is a life long journey. 
  

 
 
esus approached and said to them, “All power 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20 

 
 
We are called to make disciples of all nations. How can we do that?  As Stewards of this world 
and our faith we do that day by day. Stewardship is a life long journey. We strive each day to 
live righteous lives as we seek to discover God’s will. Daily, we pray and rely on God’s grace 
and mercy as we grow in righteousness and love. We worship together and share Eucharist as we 
grow in Faith. We believe the fullness of the kingdom will come and that our Lord Jesus will be 
with us to help us until the “end of the age.”   

 
 

 
A Steward’s Prayer: 

 
Lord, show me what your will is for my life.  

Help me proclaim the Good News with my life. 
 
 

 
  


